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Southern Pacific engine 2173 heads the first Nevada Northern construction train into Ely, 
Nevada, on September 29, 1906. Nevada Northern collection 
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Nevada Northern passenger train at East Ely in September, 1939, headed by engine 40. 
Photo by Al Phelps. 


NEVADA'S LAST SHORTLINE RAILROAD 


Winding through the canyons of the Nelson and Duck creeks the 
60 ib. rail ofthe Nevada Northern Railroad covers almost 140 miles 
of the semi-desert country of eastern Nevada. Starting from its 
northern terminus on the Southern Pacific at Cobre just a few miles 
west of the Utah border, it travels down the west side of the Toand 
mountains to Shafter where it makes connections with the Western 
Pacific. 

South from Shafter it turns to the southwest into the valley of 
Nelson creek as far as Currie where it turns due south and into the 
Duck creek canyon following it to McGill, the location of the giant 
smelter of Kennecott Copper Company. Here the line changes to 110- 
lb. rail with a right of way a class I road would be proud of. The 
Nevada Northern shares trackage rights with the copper company's 
trains as far as Ely. The copper company's trackage continues to 
the west from Ely to the huge open copper pits at Ruth and Kimberly. 

Outside of a few small culverts the Nevada Northern is a unique 
railroad in that there are no bridges or tunnels on the entire 140 
mile line and the maximum curvature is eight degrees. 

The building of the railroad followed the discovery of the fab- 
ulous copper strike at Ruth in 1900. At first the manager of the 
Eureka & Palisades Railroad, Mark L. Requa, planned to extend the 
marrow guage railroad the 85 miles eastward to serve the new lode, 
but the more favorable route northward resulted in a choice to build 
the Nevada Northern as a separate standard guage line. 

The merger of various mining claims resulted in the Nevada 
Consolidated Copper Company being formed in 1904 and the Nevada 
Northern Railway Company was formed on May 29, 1905. The Utah 
Construction Company was awarded the contract for construction 
and while the country provided no construction problems the semi- 
desert country and San Francisco's 1906 earthquake and fire did 
provide some shortages of supplies and manpower. 

The Nevada Northern reached Ely in September of 1906 and the 
29th of the month was "Railroad Day” with three special trains 
from Reno, Ogden and Salt Lake City coming in over the Nevada 
Northern to celebrate the event. 
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The Nevada Northern passenger train takes the siding at Goshute, Nevada in September, 1940, 





for the freight headed by engine number 80. From the Collection of Eldon Lucy. 
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The Nevada Northern passenger train headed by engine number 10 at Cobre, Nevada, the 
northern terminal, in September of 1940, From the Collection of Eldon Lucy. 


Construction of the smelter at McGill commenced in 1907 and 
removat of the overburden for the open cut miling at Copper Flat 
began in the same year. In 1908 actual ore production was under 
way with ore reduction at the McGill smelter, 

Originatiy the Nevada Northern Railway handled the ore from 
Ruth to McGill on a tariff basis, but in 1920 the copper company 
took over the trains. Under steam operations two 85-ton tank 
locomotives were required to haul eight cars out of the pit and 
some nine large consolidations were in road service between Ruth 
and McGill. Today diesels have taken over both in the pit and 
on the road haul, 


The Nevada Consolidated Copper Company was acquired by the 
Kennecott Copper Company in 1943 after many years of control by 
Guggenheim's Utah Copper Company. The new management has brought 
diesel operation and opened three new mining operations in the 
area--Kimberly Pit (1952), The Veteran Pit %1953) and the Deep Ruth 
Shaft (1955). 

Passenger service on the Nevada Northern included overnight 
Pullman service between Ely and Salt Lake City and a twice a week 
Pullman run to Oakland. In addition an interurban run between 
Ely and East Ely in the very early days brought a total of 44 pass- 
enger trains to the schedule. School trains with special large 
coaches were operated between McGill and Ely to carry school child- 
ren and these lasted well into 1939 before being replaced by school 
busses, Back in 1920 the schedule even included a church train 
on Sundays between the same points, The last passenger train 
in regular service was operated July 31, 1941, hauled by engine 40 
which had handled trains Nos. 3 and 4 regularly since 1910. This 
engine has the remarkable mileage record of a half millinn miles 
without undergoing any major repairs, 

In 1952 the 1500 h.p. General Motors diesel took over the main 
line run of two roundtrips a week between East Ely and the S.P, 
main line at Cobre. Some 90% of the business is for the copper 
company. Inbound fuel, machinery and materials and outbound 
blister copper in 400 pound bars. The rest is general merchandise 
for the community and a spring and fall livestock movement, 

Credits: A Western Railroader feature originally published in March, 1942 
by A, C. Phelps supplemented by material from Short Line Junction 
by Jack R, Wagner 
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Nevada Northern engine 80 at East Ely, Nevada, about 1940 -- Fred A. Stindt collection 
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Engine 11 at East Ely, Nevada, September, 1940, from Eldon Lucy 
LOCOMOTIVES OF THE NEVADA NORTHERN 


1 4-4-0 Schenectady #566 1869 ex-Central Pacific 161, SP 1228 
purchased 11/18/05; scrapped ‘31 

2 4-6-0 Schenectady #1307 1881 ex-SP of Ariz. 26, SP 106, 1609 
2045, pur. 12/05; scrapped '31. 

3 4-6-0 Schenectady #1592 1882 ex-SP of Ariz. 73, SP 153, 1645 
2078, pur. 12/05; scrapped '34 

4 4-6-0 Dickson-Alco #41240 1906 renumbered 10 about 1910 
scrapped, 

5 2-8-0 American #41327 1906 operated for time as saddle tank * 

2-8-2T; renumbered 80 about 1910. 


6 0-6-0 American became Nevada Consolidated 


Copper #6 

7 4-6-0 American #42662 1907 renumbered 11 about 1910 P 
scrapped. 

8 4-6-0 Rogers #37573 1907 renumbered 20 about 1910 
scrapped. 

10 4-6-0 see #4 above 

11 4-6-0 see #7 above 

20 4-6-0 see #8 above 

21 4-6-0 American 1909 scrapped 

40 4-6-0 Baldwin #34942 1910 stored serveable. 

80 2-8-0 see #5 above scrapped 

81 2-8-0 Badwin #45351 1917 stored at East Ely. 


NEVADA CONSOLIDATED COPPER - KENNECOTT COPPER CORPORATION 

90 2-8-0 American 1907 

91 2-8-0 American 1907 

92 2-8-0 American 1908 All steam engines except 
93 2-8-0 American 1909 93 are now scrapped. Some 
94 2-8-0 American 1909 of these engines carried 
95 2-8-0 American 1914 Nevada Northern lettering 
96 2-8-0 American 1916 for a time 

97 2-8-0 American 1910 

98 2-8-0 American 1929 


NEVADA NORTHERN ROSTER 
401 Diesel Electric C-C EMD SD-7 1500 hp built 1952, 


KENNECOTT COPPER COMPANY 
80 electric freight motor, General Electric 1937, 780 volt used 


at the smelter yard at McGill for spotting cars under about 
two miles of catenary. 
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NEVADA CONSOLIDATED COPPER COMPANY 
Top to bottom engines 93, 94 and 95 all at East Ely Nevada, about 1940. From the collections 
of Eldon W. Lucy and Fred A. Stind. 
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